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1 | have bin ever found work- 

|| ing much miſchief to the-. 


i church of God, and- the 
| advancement of cruth; force on } 
the one ſide reſtraining , and. hire - 
on the other ſide corrupting the 
f reachers thereof, Few ages have 

bin ſince the aſcenfion:.of our Sa- 
- Uviour, wherin.the one of theſe 
- two, or both together have nor 
prevaild, It can be at no. = 


Wo things there be which- 


I therfore unſeaſonable ro.ſpeak of 
theſe things; ſince by them the 
church. i is either. in. continual de 
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criment and oppreſſion, or in con 

_ tinual danger, The' former ſhal 
 bBearthis eime my argument; the 
latter as TI ſha}l finde God' diſpo- 
ſing me;and-opportunicy inviting 

, What I argue, ſhall be drawn from} 
the ſcripture only ; and therin 
fundamental principles} : 
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Chriſtians undeniable, And 1 
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cc favord Chriſtian. liberty ' of any 

in thisTland before them finceahs 
firſt preaching of the goſpel, forſ 
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we enjoy, but will incite them alſo 
to enlarge it, if in aught they yer 


J ſtraiten it, To them who perhaps ) 
herafter, leſs experienc'd in re-{ 


ligion, may come to govern or / 
give us Jaws, this or other ſuch. 
it they pleaſe, may be a timely in-\ 
ſtruction: however to the truth; 
it will be-at all times no unneed- 
full reſtimonie ; ar leaſt ſome di(- 
charge of that general dutie which 


no Chriſtian bur according to 


what he hath receivd, knows is 
requir'd of him it he have aughe_ 
more conducing to the advance- 
ment of religion then whar is 


uſually endeavourd, freely to im- 


part if, 


| Ir will require no great labor, * 
of expoſition to unfold what is 


here meant by matters of religi- 


on; being as ſoon apprehended 
as defin'd, ſuch things as belong 
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"the reach and: light of nature with- 


therfore liable to be variouſly un- 
derſtood by humane reaſon, or 
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els by the light of reaſon would 


'don; and-ſo likewiſe muſt needs 
. appeer to- everie man as the pre- 
' cept is wnderſtood. - Whence- 1 


| = ere mean by conſcience or re- 
ij | 5-25 that full perſwaſion where- 
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y-we are afſur: d that our belcef 
_—and practiſe, as far as we are able. || 
1 toa _} fo apprehend and probably make 
"aPpeer. 1s according to the will of 
50d & bis Holy Spirit within ys, 
Ich” we. ought to follow much 
x rather then any law of man, as.not 
only. his. word every where bids 
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out revelation - -From above, and 


{ſuch things as are enjoind or for-| 
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ligion/ according to- this conſci- 


by theſe following arguments, © 


teſtant religion, that we of theſe 


or autoritie from without us war» 
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tells us. A@&.4. 19. whether it be) \ Ml 
rieht in the ſight of Goa, to jeakens W |||. 
to you more then to God, juage ye, 
That for beleef or practiſe-in re- 


entious perſwafion. no man oughth |WI# 
be puniſhd or moleſted by anyz WS 
outward force on earth whatſo-" 8 
ever, I diſtruſt not, through Gods | \ {Mi 


implor'd aſſiſtatice, to make plane; 
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the main foundation of our pro- 
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' to ſuch whoſe conſciences we canf ©! 
+ ſo perſwade, can have no other] $: 
Sround in matters of religion but le 
?,only from the ſcriptures, And 4 
' theſe being not poſſible to be un-| /! 
derſtood without this divine iliu- fe 
Y mination,which no man can know] 4 
_ atall times to be in himſelf, much 1 
| Jeſs to be at any time for certain| *« 
in any other, it follows cleerly, C 
that no man or body of men 1n q 
theſe times can be the infallible] 8 
judges or determiners in matters £ 
;of religion to any other mens| © 
,conſciences but thir own, And ! 
\ therfore thoſe Beroeans are com-| \ 
#. \ mended, AF.17.11, who after the 
Wi: | preaching even of S.Paul, ſearchd 
Si Mthe ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe 
Wl. ' © things were (0, Nor did they more 
al, then what God himſelf..jn man 
mi {Places commands us. by the fame 
mh Upolile, to ſearch, to try, $0 JR 
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n| of theſe things our ſelves: And Wt 
| gives us reaſon allo, Gal.6.4,5.X% WR 


tf Jet every man prove his own work, \ 
41 41d then ſhall he have rejoicing in\ | 
-| himſelf alone, and not in another : \ 
-| for every man ſhall bear his own burs- ( 
v1 den, It then we count it ſo 1gno-_- _ Wl 
hj rant and irceligions in the papiſty "Þ8 
nl to think himſelf diſchirgd in * 
- | Gods account, beleeving only as ) 
nf the church beleevs, how much ) 
e| greater condemnation will it be\ 
$| to the proteſtant his condemner, 
$ 
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ro think himſelf juſtified, beleev- 

ing only as the ſlate beleevs 2X 
-| With good cauſe therfore it is' * 
ef the general conſent of all ſound 


proteſtant writers , that neither 
traditions, councels nor canons of , 
any viſtbie church , much leſs 
edicts of any magiſtrate or civil 
ſcſſon, bur the ſcripture only can. 
be the final judge or rule in mat- 
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(the conſcience of every Chriſtian 
\ro-himſelf, W Be Proneagon 
\ made by thefirft” publick reform- 
\ers of our religion againſt the im- 
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poſing church-tradirions without 
ſcriprure, gave firſt beginning to 
the name of Proteſtant ; and with 


_ this dorine, which preferrs the 
| ſcripture before the church, and 
acknowledges none but the Scri- 
Pture ſole interpreter of ir {elf- ro 
the conſcience, For if the church 
E.. be not ſufficient to be implicitly 
5. beleevd, as weholdit is not, what 
Wi can there els be nam'd of more 
 autoritie then the church but the 
_ conſcience; thenwhich God only 
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van ſhall pretend, that the ſcri- 
ture judges to his conſcience for 
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[civeareaſon of his faith, hath the = 
lord of God before him, the pro- 
1] miſd Holy Spirit, and the minde 

LJof Chriſt within him, 1 Cor.2.16;_ 
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- [2 much better and {afer guide of | 
i |conſcience, which as far as con- 

- | cerns himſelf he may far more cer- 
tainly know then any outward rule 
impos d upon him by others whom 
he inwardly neither knows nor can! 
know ;z at leaſt knows nothing 
of them more. {ure then this one 
thing, that they cannot be his 


judges i 1n religion, . I Cor, 2. I: 

the Pevedt man iudeeth all thin 5, 
but he him{elf is judzd. « 20 "man. 
Chicfly for this cauſe do all true- 
Pros 


+ = ww 1H VI TF. ' bay Www 


4 
'S 


. . < 
bath: + 2 Sg : So : We We. - 
T *% \ . * 7-9 HT : a; 1 "3 k 
b pet 


io A Treatiſe of Civil power 
 proteſtants account the pope an-F: 
tichriſt. for that he aſſumes to him- 
{lf this infallibilitie over both the = 
conſcience and the ſcripture ; {t-| 
ing in the temple of Goa, as it were 
| | \ oppoſiteto God,ard exaltine him-|? 
Fr | + ſelf above all that is called god, or is 
|  worſhipd, 2 Theſf.2.4, Thatisto 
ſay not only above all judges and | 
magiſtrates, who though they be 
calld gods, are far beneath infal- 


ſible, but alſo above God himſelf, 


||" by giving law both to the ſcri- 
pture, to the conſcience, and to 
* | rhe ſpirit itſelf of God withinus, 
| , Whenas we finde, Fames 4, 12, 
| theres one laweiver, whos able to 
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& if fave and to deſtroy * who art thos 
; lf Y that judgeſt another ? That Chriſt 
BN is the only lawgiver of his church 


TM and char It is here meant in reli- 
Wl | gious matters, no well grounded 
"Chriſtian will deny, Thus alſo 
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Bs. Paul, Rom, 14.4, who art thou 
phat judge#t the [ervant of another ? 
po hs own Lord he ſtandeth or falleth: 
"Wnt he ſhall and; for God is able to 


make him ſtand, As therfore of one 
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beyond expreſſion bold and pre- 
jumptuous, beth theſe apoſtles 
demand , who art thow that pre- 
flum'ſt to impoſe other law or. 
judgment in religion then the 
only lawgiver and judge Chriſt, 
who only can ſave and can deſtroy, 
gives to the conſcience? And the 
forecited place to the Theſſalonians > 
oy compar'd effects reſolvs us, 
' chat be he or they who or wher- 
| fever they be or can be,they are of 
, [far Jeſs autoritie then'the charch, WAN 
, [whom in theſe things as- prote-5 WS 
[ants rhey receive nor, and yer nol, WY 
| Jeſs antichrift in this main poinc | A 
| fot antichriſtiamiſm, no leſs a pope | Mil 
, jor popedom- then he at Rome, if = 
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[not much morez by ſetting up 
 ſupream interpreters of {cripture 
!either thoſe doctors whom they 
| follow, 'or, which 1s far worſe, 
themſelves: as a;civil papacie aſ- 
ſumingunaccountable ſupremacie 
to themſelves: not in civil only 
but -eccleſiaſtical cauſes. . Seeing | 
then that in matters of religion, 
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as hath been. prov'd ;.; none:can 


11 J udge or deter min Hexe 'Oon earth, 
&@'-|F &.no not church-governors them- 
/ 2); F4- oe 
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/1 {clves againſt the. conſciences of 
- Other beleevers, my 1nterence 15, 
_ or rather not mine; but-our Savi- 


F. ours own, that in thoſe matters 
BH. they neicher.can-command-nnor uſe 
conſtraint ; leſt they run raſhly on 
2 pernicious conſequence, fore- 
(warnd- in chat parable Mat; 13, 
\ from the 26 tothe 31 verſe: leaſt || 
8 4 while ye gather up the tares, ye root f 
nl \p alſo the wheat with them, Let || 
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in Eccleſaſtical rauſes, 13 


> | both grow together until the harveſt - 
|| and inthe time of harveſt 1 will [ay 
r | to the reapers, Gather ye tozether firſt \ Wl 
the tares &c, whereb he : declares MN 
that this ED = his own |} 
- | miniſters nor any els can diſcern- 
7 | ingly anough or judgingly per- 
| form without his own immediat 

direRion, in his own fir ſeaſon ; 
| and that "they 7 ought till then not 
|| to attempt ic, Which is further 
. | confirmd 2 Cor, 1,24, not that we 
|| have dominion over your faith, but 
are helpers of your joy It apoſtles | had _ 


ES, NOD ITY 


| no dominion or conſtraining pow-\\; | 


WS e—s - 


|| cr over faith or conſcience, much +N 
| leſs have ordinary miniſters, 1 Per, 
| 5.2.3. feed the flock of God: not by 
| conſtraint &C, eG as being lords 
over Gods heritage, But ſome will 
 obje&, that this overthrows._ all 
church-diſcipline, | all cenſure of 
Errors, 1f no Man can cerermin, 
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14 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
My anſwer is, that what they hear 


ning, bur as it ends in violence 


ou OR yn ns, — 
— A— a ———____ 


upon the conſcience unconvincd, 
Let who ſo will interpret or de- 


j church- Ciſcipline which is EXCr- 


= wn 4 + 
A SEVIE | 


' covnant of union, and proceeds 
only to a ſeparation from the reſt, 


the two arms of Antichriſt, not 
_ of the true church , the one being 
an inquifition, the other no better 
{rhen a temporal indulgence of fin 
j for monte, whether by the Church 
.Exacted or by the al botn 
| (the one and the other a remporal 


| 4 


1] ; _ tor what Chriſt hath 
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| \ is plane ſcripture: which forbids 


- Not church- ſentence or determi-. | 


(termin, ſoit be according to true 
ciſ*d on them only who have wil- | 
f lingly joind themſelves 1n that | 


proceeds neyer to any corporal | 
;nforcement or forfeture of mo- | 
nie; which in ſpiri ual chings are | 
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in Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 15. 
farisfied eternally ; a popiſh com- 
muting of penalrie, corporal for 

| ſpiritual ; a fatisfation ro man: 
| eſpecially ro the magiſtrate, for 
what and to whom we owe none: 
theſe and more are the injuſtices 
of force- and fining in religion, 
| beſides what T moſt inſiſt on, the 
violation of Gods expreſs com- 
ANNE in the goſpel, as hath 
| bin ſhewn, "Thus hen if church- 
| governors cannot uſe force in re- 
ligion, though bur for this reaſon, 

| becauſe they cannot infallibly de- 

| termin to the conſcience wich 
| convincement , much leſs have 
| civil magiſtrates autoritie to uſe. 
| force where they can much les * 
judge; unleſs they mean only t9 
be the civil executioners of them 
who have no civil power to give 
them {ach commiſſion, no nor 

|| yer eccleſiaſtical ro any force Of 
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16 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
violence 1n religion, To ſumme | | 
, UP all in brief, if we muſt beleeve || | 
as the magiſtrate appoints, why |Þ 
not rather : as the church? if nor Þ 
' as either without convincement, | | 
: how can force be Tawfull 2 Bur | | 
' ome : are ready to cry out, what | 
ſhall then be don to blaſphemie : 
' Them I would firſt exhort nor | 
' thus to terrifie and poſe the people | 
with a Greek word : but to teach: | 
tnem better what it. is; being a 
moſt uſual and common word in | 
tat language to ſtgnifie any ſlan- | 
der, any malicious or evil ſpeak- | 
ing, whether againſt God or man | 
or any thing to good belonging : 
blaf! Sar. or evil (peaking againſt | 
God malltjouſly, is far from con- | | 
{cience in religion, according to | 
that of Marc 9, 39, there is none 
who doth a powerfull work in my 
name, and can likely ſpeak evil of 
mr, 
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_ 2n Eccleſjaſtical canſes, 17 
we, If this ſuffice nor, I referre 
them to that prudent and well Wi 
| deliberated att Augnſt 9, 1650; ( WM 
| where the Parlamenr defines blaſ-/ | 
phemle againſt God, as far as it 
1S$4 crime belonging co civil judi- 
cature, plenins ac melins cf 1Þpo 
& Crantore ; 1n plane Engliſh 


more warily, more judiciouſly , 
more orthodoxally then twice 


| thir number of divines have don 

| in many a prolix volume: although 
in all likelihood they whoſe whole 
ftudie and profeſſion theſe things 
are ſhould be moſt intelligent and 
authentic therin, as they are for 

| the moſt part, yet neither they 
| nor theſe unnerring always or in- 
| fillible, But wethall nor carrie it | 
thus; another Greek apparition | 
ſtands in our way, hereſie and here- 
tics inlike manner alſo raid at 
to the people as in a tongue un- 4 


B 2 known, 


18 A Treatiſe of Civil powey 

Witl Known, They ſhould firſt tnter- | ; 

| pretto them, that hereſie,by what | 
it ſignjfies in that language, 15 no | 
word of evil note; meaning only | 
the choiſe or following of any 

| ©pinion good or bad 1n religion 

I or any other learning : and thus: | 

mT not only in heathen authors, bur | 

| in the New teſtament it ſelf with- 

cut cen{ure or blame, Ads 15,5, 

certain of the hercſie of the Phariſes | 

which belecud, and 26,5, after the | 

exadtcſff hereſee of our religion I liva | 

4 Phariſe, In which ſenſe Presby- | 

terian or Independent may with- 

out reproach be calld a herefle, 

W here it is mentiond with blame, 

it ſeems to differ little from ſchiſm 

I Cor, 11, 18, 19, I hear that thers 

be ſchiſms among you &C, for there 

muſt alſo herefies be among you &c z 

tough ſome who write of hereſte 

after their own heads,would make 


in Ercleſraflical cawſes, 
it far worſe then ſchiſm ; whenas 
on the contrarie, ſchiſm fi ignifies 


Þ. diviſion, and 1n "che worſt ſenſes 


| hereſte, choiſe only of one opinion 
| before another, which may bee 
' without Ciſcord, In "oli 
| times therfore ere the ſcripture 
| was written, herefie was a do- 

| rin maintaind agunſt the do- 

_ Etrin by them deliverd : which 

| in theſetimes can be no otherwiſe 
defin'd then a dodrin maintaind 
againſt the tight, which we now 
only have, of the {cripture, See- | 
ing therfore that no man, no {y- 
nod, no {efhon of men, . thougn 
calld the church; can judge defl- 
Nitively the ſenſe of ſcripture to 
another mans conſcience, which 
is well known to be a oeneral ma- 
xim of the Proteſtant religion, 1t 
follows planely, that he who holds 
in religion that beleet or thoſe 
D E | 24 opt-. 


d@_Y | ” , _ P - , = , . —_ 
, 6 o l "of v - \ * 4 G l fs - , b 7% *,J be. 
4 4 Ad + g £J Q ee f£5= 7 — | wal * LI <Gr.Mh b K > & JS 
W ho = oe: a FW = ZDID "OJ - D- a Io "SY" of $ p” \ 4 by = wn 10 —_— 

: vi I SB> ct — MF, Wo nd tw & > V 43-4" ; ds S Sod _ 


_ 
5* "4 


w_ 
"SZ _ % - P on _— hy FR FN = «= , %._ « - = k ' 
F.41 Wo.  # , * I ” - = A \ Po : = \ 4 " $57 % % * by 
- CY 
YA x 4 X\, a - J F = g , » "——_ -C /V ; — p 


A vl DIST 


_— . 
# 7 % 
% I ci 
& - - 
- FS) 
\ 
=_ 


IV 


4\ 
X SE: pn 


= I PAT 


Pans — % 4 
_— ——— - . *% \ 
. A þ __ 


- - "= $* 0. — 
: COD ISI ALI In io Pg Hg a Co on, ER : 


_ — p = = on © a> s 1 
gn Maple 8+ pe gy ve. 3 en, pn anger im rn dns _ 2 pn nay" 3 at S—— A OO ney ry erage _——_—_ " . "=— > < Por PIra- w "_ rn 
od OI : gl i dr Mr 1 ere rr » -—— . og rt nne! © os IE DSIREERS — ay. ONES ne rs nd mn 5b, DE EIN ov . —_—_ fn Baden ee. 
Bu Dn _ 4 Sx . c F LY : "8 P-— 07.65 996 4 mas hag IG. Et = Ce A ES IS VE 2 ar CAS OS; bo Sorts 1 , y dE OSD LS _ von 7 7 " 
L My Iv, 6.4 M7, PEI - i p 4 5 ny POS = aut} Giggs wy ww > wo m—_ - hs & - Rp y Am » 7%, y wy * - Y > K P hs 
ao, La LU Pt,” Oo forts he ALD CEE ST A Ln a Rn IR rs _— PIE : OE po on Ut UI. " hy ER RCEE "— 1 norm 
"EE I. NNNEE IO WE ent RATES DOT EIN EC Eg RE ES ied net ; DENY We KEE nog. »—Y g 5 . On CE are AP TABC 4 9% EO << > ain tle 09m] : SY : 
WP. Wes yh L brit eq —_ _ 26s +40 ws od. ts , I "Ira. AP: 0 "az tive. aaron oF pr ger rt PS PIT SRRIT Ie eos oe 1 Lok) Fx ; .x PRES. BXXS = __ 1 =? 4 "=" 9 » 35 - _ q 
rao oth . _ EO App ING <4 - cg . 
Fo YL 


0410p 27 Win EE NN A SOT ——— « 
” —_ - - Hr ooge 4s : 


— Bo n —— " by Y / ty. "9d ny "wy a. p » ns d' T. nditn Fn wine py b4 
at Pp Lacs. us FIG oe VE tae VF fs NCI OR AY ST” "_ VASLLE : ox IR IT I - 
; Weng pane or mer erg 08 te Fige m 0 b In a DEG Et ONS RAR Fa . 7 
> 


20 A Treatiſe of Civil power | 
opinions which to his conſcience | 
and ntmoſt underſtanding appeer | 
with moſt evidence or probabilitie | 


inthe ſcripture, though to others | 


he ſeem erroneous, can no more | 
be juſtly cenſur'd tor a heretic then | 
his cenſ{urers ; who do but the 
ſame thing themſelves while they 
cenſure him for ſo doing, For ask 
them, or any Proteſtane, which 
hath moſt autoritie, the church | 
or the ſcripture? they will anſwer, | 
doubtleſs, that the ſcripture: and | 
what hath moſt autoritie, that no | 


doubt bur they will confeſs is to 


be followd, He then who to his 
beſt apprehenſion. follows the ſcri- 
ture, thongh againſt any point of 
dodqrine by the whole church re- 
ceivd, 1s not the heretic ; but he 
who follows the church againſt his 
conlcienceand per{waſton ground-' 


ed on the {cripture,, To make this 


yet 


in Eccleſiaſtical canſes, 24 
vet more undeniable, I ſhall only 
| borrow a plane ſimilie, the ſame 
| which our own writers, when they 
would demonſtrate planeſt that 
we rightly preferre the {criptnre 
before the church, uſe frequently 
' againſt the Papiſt i in this manner, 
| Asthe Samaritans beleevd Chriſt; 
| firſt for the womans word, bur 
| | next and much rather for his own; 
| ſo we the ſcripture; firſt on the 
| churches word, but afterwards and 
| much more for its own, as the 
| word of God; yea the church it 
| felt we beleeve then for the {Cri-- 
ptuare, The inference: of it {elf 
| follows : if by the Proteſtant do+- 
| Erine we belceve the {cripture not 
| for the churches ſaying, but for 
its own as the word of God, then 
| ought we to beleeve what in our 
| conſcience we apprehend the ſcri- 
| ptuze T0 WY >. though the viſible 
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22 A'Treatiſe of Civil power 
church with all her doors gain- 
fay; and being taught to beleeve 
them only for the ſcripture, they 
who ſo do are not heretics, but the | 
beſt proteſtants: and by their 0- 
pinions,, whatever they be, can 
hurt no proteſtant,. whoſe rule 1s. 
not to receive them but from the 
{cripture : which to interpret con- 
vincingly to his own conſcience 
none 1s able but himſelf- guided 
by the Holy Spirit; and not ſo | 
Suided, none then he to himſelf} 
can be a worſe deceiver, To pro- | 
ceſtants therfore whoſe common | 
rule and touchſtone is the (cri- | * 
ptare, nothing can with more | | 

_ conſcience, more equitie, nothing | 
more proteſtantly can.be permit- | 
ted then a free ahd lawful debate | 
at all times by writing, confe- | 
rence or diſputation of what opi- | 
mon {over , diſputable by ſcri- | 
PLure - 
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_ pture: concluding, that no man in. ; 

religion 1s properly a heretic at bl” 
this day, but he who maintains WWW 
traditions or opinions not proba- WW 
ble by ſctipture; who, for aughe FUG 
I know, is the papiſt only : , he the WM 
only heretic, who counts all here- Wk 
tics "bile himſelf, Such as theſe, WB 
indeed, were capitally puniſhd by 
the law of Moſes, as the only true 
heretics, 1dolaters, plane a open 
 deſerters of God and his known 
«| law: but in the goſpel ſuch are. 

| puniſh1 by excommunion only, 

Tit.3.10, an heretic, after the firſs 
| and ſecond admonition, rejecf, But 
We who think not this heavie 
anough and underſtand not thar 
| dreadful aw and ſpiritual efficacie 
| . which the apoſtle hath expreſsd ſo - 
. | "betty ro bein church-diſcipline. . 
- | 2 Cer,10,0f which anon,and think 
- | vu that the churcff of God 
| cannot! 


Ml 24 ATreatiſcof Civil power 


cannot long ſ{ubſiſt but in. a bodihe: 
tear, for want of other prooft will 
needs wreſt that place of S. Paul 
Rom.13, to {et up civil inquiſition, 
and give power to the magiſtrate 
both of civil judgment and puniſh- 
ment 1ncauſes eccleſiaſtical, But let 
us ſee with what ſtrength of argu- | 
ment, Let every ſoul be ſubject tothe | 
big her powers.Firſt, how prove they | 
That the apoſtle means other pow- 
ers then ſuch. as they to whom he 
Writes. vere then. under; who 
med1d not at all in eccleſiaſtical 
cauſes, unleſs as tyrants and per- 
ſecuters ; and from them, I hope? 
they will not derive either. the 
right. of magiſtrates to judge in | 
ſpiritnal things, or the dutie of 
ſuch our obedience. How prove | 
they next, that he intitles chem 
here to ſpiritual cauſes, from whom | 
he wtheld,. as much as in him lay, . | 

a 


in Ecclefaftical cauſes, 25. 
| the judging of civil; I Cor,6,1,6:c, = 
If he himſelf appeald to Ceſar, it 
was to judge. his- innocence, not 
his: religion, For rulers are not 4 
| terror t0-g00d works, but tothe evil, 
then are they not a terror to con- 
| ſcience, which is the rule or judge 

| of good works grounded on the 
| ſcripture, Bur herefie, they ſay, 

'.1s reck'nd among evil works Gal, 
5,20: as if all evil works were to 
be puniſhd by the magiſtrate ; 
wherof this place, thir owa citati- 
on, reck'ns up beſtdes: hereſfie a 
ſufficient number-to confute thems 
| wncleauneſs, wantonne(s, enmitie , 
ſtrife, emulations, antmoſities, con- 
| tentions, envyings ; all which are 

far more waniff to be judgd by 
him then hereſte,as they deffne its 
and yet I. ſuppoſe they will not 
ſubject.theſe evil works normany 4 
moxe: ſuch. like to his cogniſance = 
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' 26 A Treatife of Civil power 
and puniſhment, Wt thou then noth 
be afraid of the power ? do that| 
which is good and thou ſhalt have} 
praiſe of the ſame, Thus thews tha] 
religious matters are not here} 
meant; wherin from the power 
here ſpoken of they could have 
no praiſe, Foy he is the miniſter of 
God to thee for g80d, true; but 1n| 
that office and to that end and by| 
thoſe means which in this place | 
muſt be cleerly found, if from this | 
place they intend to argue, And| 
how for thy good by forcing , op- | 
prefling and inſnaring thy conſci- | 
ence ©: Many are the miniſters of | 
God, and thir offices no le(s dif- | 
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Md | | ferent then many; none more| 
BY | different then ſtate and church- | 
W | government, . Who ſeeks to go- | 
nl | vern both muſt needs be worſe 
F | then any lord prelat or church- 
| Fplucaliſt : for be in his own fas | 


cultie | 


in Eccleſiaſtical canſes, 27 


ot cultie and profeſſion , the other. 
at notin his own and for the moſt 
ye part not throughly underſtood 
cf makes. himſelf ſupream lord or 
ref pope of the church as far as his 
erf civil juriſdiction ſtretches, and 
ef all the miniſters of God therin, 
his miniſters, or his curates ra- 
n| ther in the fan&ion onely, not in 
y | the government : while he him- 
e| ſelf F{umes co rule by civil power 
$ 
d 


R 


things to be rad only by ſpirt- 
tual: when as this very chapter 
- | v, 6 appointing him his peculiar 
- | office, which requires-ntmoſt at- 
| tendance, forbids him this worſe | 
- | then church-plurality from that |} 
> | full and waightie charge, wherin 
- | alone he is the miniſter of God, 
- | attending continually on this very. 
> | thize, Tolittle purpoſe will they - 
- | here inſtance AMoſes, who did all ' 
- | by immediate divine direction, . 
| NQ > ! 


> 
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/fia, who both might when they 
pleaſd receive anſwer from- God 


cc ——m—— Vw —_— —— — 


Chriſtianitie, deliverd withour 
the help of magiſtrates,yea in the 


midſt- of thir oppoſition; how 


them or mention of them, ſave 
onely of our obedience to thir 


oa > Sood and deterr evil : which is 
; the proper work of the magi- 
- ) trace, following inthe ſame yerle; 
and ſhews diſtintly wherin he is 
the miniſter. of God, 4. revenger 
30 ” {6 


no nor yet Aſa, Fehoſaphat, or Fo-| 


and had a-commonwealth by him 


deliverd them, incorporated with} 
2- national church exercif'd more} 
in bodily then in ſpiritual. wor- | 
| ſhip, ſo as that the church might | 
. -becalld a commonwealth and the |, 
4 whole commonwealth a church: | 
nothing of: which can be ſaid of | 


bttle then with any reference to 


civil laws, as they countnance_ 


 #n Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 2 9 


| to execute wrath on him that doth 


evil, But we muſt firſt know who 
[it 1s. that doth evil: the heretic 
they ſay among the firſt, Let it 


be known then certainly who is a 
| heretic : and that he who holds 


arm___—_——_— 


| opinions in religion = 1 


a Y 


| from tradition or. - his own inven». 
tions and not from Scipture but{} 
| rather againſt ir, is the only he- 
retic ; and yet though ſach, not 


alwaies puniſhable by the magi- 
ſtrate, unleſs he do evil againſt a 


| & civil Law, properly fo: calld, 


hath been already prov'd without 


| need of repetition, But if thou 


ao that which is evil, be affraid, To 
do by ſcripture and the goſpel. 


according to conſcience is not'to 


l 


( 


do-evil ; if we therof ought not 


judging to give cauſe . is 


therfore of Religion are not here 
meant, 


to be affraid, he ought not by his. 


30 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
meant, For he beareth not the Oi 


reaſons it appeers planely that? 
the apoſtle in- this place gives no 
\judgment or coercive power to 
.) magiſtrates, neither to thoſe then 
'nor theſe now in matters of relisj- 
on; and exhorts us no otherwiſe || 
' then he exhorted thoſe Romans, | | 
\It hath now twice befaln me to |" 
1aſlert, through Gods aſfiſtance, |* 
}this moſt wreſted and vexd os s 
© 


+$ 
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of ſcripture ; heretofore againſt 
| Salmaſius and regal tyranie over 
the ſtate ; now againſt Eraſtus and 
ſtare-tyranic over_the church, It 
| from ſuch uncertain or rather ſuch 
| improbable grounds as theſe they 

endde fc with ſpiritual 
judgment, they may as well inveſt 
hy in the ſame ſpiritual kinde 
| with power of utmoſt puniſhment, 
excommenication.z and then turn 


ſpiritual jnto cor poral, as no worſe 


authors did then Chryſoſtom, Ferom 
and Auſtin, whom Eraſmus and 


others in thir notes on the New 
Teſtament Have cited to interpret 


char cutting off which S. Paul withd 


to them who had brought back 


the Galatians to circumciſion, no» 
leſs then the amercement of thir 
whole virilitie - and Grotzzzs addes 
that this conciſing punithment of 


crcumCilers became. a penal law 
ther- 


46 en crgags overs > od Re ee er 


_ ' A Treatiſe of Civil power 
therupon among the YViſzeothes : 4 


dangerous example of beginning | 


in the ſpirit to end fo in the fleſh: 


wheras that cutting off much like-| 
her ſeems meant a cutting off from | 
the church,not unuſually 1 ſotermd} 


0 OI oor ones 


In ſcripture, anda zealous jmpre-| 
cation,not a command, But I have] 
'mentiond this paſſage to ſhew how | 
abſurd they often prove who have 


not learnd to diſtinguiſh rightly 


| between civil power "and HY 


> Mw 


i = . aſtical, How many perſecutions 
' Þp then, impriſonments,baniſhments, | 
{40 mr en and ſtripes; how much} 


bloodſhed have the forcers of con- 


— — 


| ſcience to anſiver for, and prote-ſ 
Y» ſtants rather then papiſts ! For the 

papiſt, judging by his principles, | 
puniſhes them who beleeve not as| 


the church beleevs though againſt 
the ſcripture : bur the proteſtanr, 


reaching every one to beleeve 


the 


m_ Y-_ ty 0) 5 5 5 6H = 0 
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| the ſcriptare though againſt the 
| church, counts heretical and per- 


ſecutes, againſt his own principles, 
chem who in any particular {o 


| beleeve as he in general teaches 

them ;- them who moſt honor and 

| beleeve divine ſcripture, but not 
| againſt it any humane interpreta- 

| tion though univerſal; them who 
 jaterpret {cripture only to them- 
| ſelves, which by his own poſition _ 
| none but they to themſelves can 
| interpret 5 them who uſe the {(cr1- 
. | pture no otherwiſe by his own do- 
| Arine- to thir edification, then he 


himſelF uſes it to thir puniſhing : 


and ſowhom his doctrine acknow- 
ledges a true beleever, his diſci- 

| pline perſecutes as a heretic, The 
| papiſt exacts our beleef as to the _ 


church due above ſcripture ; and 


| by the church, which is the whole 


_— ET a> 


people of God, underſtands the 
3 _ IP of 


as. Treatiſe of Crwuil power 
pope, the general councels prelati- 
_ cal only and the ſurnam'd fathers: 
bur the forcing proteſtant though 
he deny ſuch beleef to any church 
whatſoever, yet takes it to himſelf 
and his teachers, of far leſs auto- 
ritie then to be calld the church 
and above {cripture beleevd:which 
renders his practiſe both contrarie 
£0 his beleef, and far worſe then 
chat beleet which he condemns jn 
| the papiſt, . By all which well con- 
ſiderd, the more he profeſles to be 
_ a true proteſtant, the more he hath 
' toanſwer for his perſecuting then 


a papiſt, No proteſtant therfore 


of what (ect ſoever following ſcri- 
pture only, which is the common 
{e& wherin they all agree, and the 


granted rule of everie mans @n- 


{cience to himſelf, ought, by the 
common dottrine of proteſtants, 
to be forc'd or moleſted for reltgi- 

'0n, 
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in Eccleſiaftical cauſes, 35 
on, But as for poperie and idola- 
tie, why they allo may not hence 
plead to be tolerated, I have much 
leſs to ſay, . Their religion the 
more confiderd , the leſs can be 
acknowledgd a religion; but a 
Roman principalitte rather , en- 
devouring to keep up her old uni- 
verſal dominion under a new name 
and meer ſhaddow of a catholic 
religion; being indeed more right- 
ly nam'd a catholic herefie againſt 
the {criptnre; ſupported mainly 
by a civil, and, except in Rome, by 
x forein power : juſtly therfore to 
be ſuſpeRed, not tolerated by the 
magiſtrate of another countrey, 
_ [Befides, of an implicit faith, which 
they profeſs, the conſcience alfo 
Jbecoms implicit; and ſo by vo- 
luntarie ſervitude to mans law, 
forfets her Chriſtian libertie, Who 
then can plead for ſuch a conſcji- 
ence, 
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36 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
ence, as being implicitly enthrald 
to man inſte:d of God, almoſt be- 
coms no conſcience, as the will 
'not free, becoms no will, Never- 
cheleſs if they ought not to be to- 
lerated, it 15 for juſt reaſon of ſtate 
more then of religion ; which they 
who force, though profeſſing £0 
be proteſtants, deſerve as little to 
be tolerated themſelves, being no 
leſs guiltie of poperie in the moſt 
popiſh point, Laſtly,for 1dolatrie, 
who knows 1t not to be evidently 
| feaſt all ſcripture both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, and 
therfore a true hereſie, or rather 
an impletie ; wherin a right con- 
ſcience can have naught to do; 
and the works therof ſo manifeſt, 
that a magiſtrate can hardly err 


in prohibiting and quite removing 


at leaſt the publick and ſcandalous 
uſe therof, 
From 
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in Ecclefbeſtical cauſes. 37 

From the riddance of theſe ob- 

jections I proceed yer to another | 
reaſon why it is unlawfull for the 


civil magiſtrate to uſe force: in 
matters of religion ; which is, 


becauſe to judge in thoſe things, 
though we ſhould grant him able. 


which is prov'd he 1s not, yet as 
a Civil magiſtrate he hath no right, 

Chriſt hath a government of his 
own, ſufficient of it ſelf ro all his 
ends and purpoles in governing 
his church; but much differenc 
from that of the civil magiſtrates 
and the difference in chis verie 
thing principally conſiſts, thar it 
governs not by outward force, 

and that for two reaſons, Firſt be- 
cauſe it deals only with the inward 
rnan and his actions, which are all 
ſpiritual and to outward force not 
lyable : ſecondly to ſhew us the 


divine excellence of his. piricual 
C A 


- "y 4 1T neatiſe of Givilp wy 


kingdom , able. without worldly 
force to ſubdue all the powers and 

kingdoms of this world, which 
are u upheld by outward force only, | 
That the inward man 1s nothing | 
els bur the inward part of man, | 
his underſtanding and his will, and 
that hisaRions thence proceeding, |, 
yet not {imply thence but from } 
the work of divine grace upon |, 
them, are the whole matter of | . 
religion under the goſpel, will ap- | | 
peer planely by conſidering what | 
that religion is; whence we ſhall | 
perceive yet more planely that it | 
cannot be forc d, What euangelic} , 
f 

k 

E 


religion 1s, 1s told in two words, | f 
faith and charitie ; or belecf and | 

practiſe, That borh theſe flow ei- | 
ther the one from the underſtand- T 
ing, the other from the will, or | y 
borh joint] / from both, once ins | e 
Geed naturaily iree,. bur Row Qnly | & 

ag 


en Ecclefpaſtical canſes, 39 
as they are regenerat and wrought 


on by divine grace, 1s.1n part evi- 


dent to common ſenſe and Princi- 


| ples unqueſtiond, the reſt by ſcri- 
pture : concerning our veleet Maf. 
16, 17, fleſh and blood hath not re- 


veald it wnto thee, but my father 


| which is in heaven + concerning 
| our practiſe, as it 1s religious and 
not meerly civil, Gal, 5.22, 23 
| and other places declare it to be 
the fruit of the ſpirit only. Nay 
| our whole practical dutie in rehgi- 
| ON is containd in charitie, or the 
love of God and our neighbour, 


no way to be forc'd, yet the ful- 


| filling of the whole law; that is 
| to ſay, our whole pr: :Riſe in relj- 
| gion, If then both our beleef and 


praiſe, which comprehend our 
whole religion, flow from faculties 
of the inward man, free and un- # 
conſtrainavle of themſelves by 3 

| C 2. | mae 


40 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
nature, and our praiſe not only | 
from faculties endu'd with free- |. 
dom, but from love and charitie | 
beſides, incapable of force, and all | 
theſe things by tranſgreſſion loſt, 
but renewd and regenerated in us 
by the power and gift of God a-| 
lone, how can ſuch religion as this | 
admit of force from man, or force} . 
be any way applid co ſuch reli- | 
gion , eſpecially under the free | . 
offer of grace in the goſpel, butit}. 
muſt forthwith fruſtrate and make } 
of no effet both the religion and | 
the goſpel And that to compell | . 
outward profefiion, which they | 
will ay perhaps ought to be com- | 
pelld though inward religion can- | 
not, is to compell hypocrifie not | 
to advance religion , ſhall yer, 
though of it ſelf cleer anough, be | 
ere the concluſton further manj- | 
feſt, The other reaſon why Chriſt | 
| Y- rejects 
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rezes outward force in the go- 
verment of his church, is, as I 
| {aid before, to ſhew us the divine 
| excellence "of his ſpiritual king- 

» | dom, able without worldly force 
| to ſubdue all the powers and king- 
| doms of this world, which are up- 
held by outward force only : by 
which to uphold religion other- 
| wiſe then to defend the religious 
from outward violence, js no {er- 
| vice to Chriſt or his kingdom, 

{ but rather a diſparagement, and 
degrades it from a divine and (pi- 
| ritual kingdom to a kingdom of 


this warld : * which he Jeni} it t9 


| be; becauſe it needs not force to 


confirm it: Foh.18, 36. if my 
kingdom were of this 4 then 
would my ſervants fizht, that T ſhould 
not be delivverd to the Fewes, This 
proves the kingdom of Chriſt nor 
governd by outward force 53 as 


2 


C 3 being 


42 A Treatiſe of Cavil power 
being none of this world, whoſe 
kingdoms are mainraind all by 
force onely : and yet difproves | 
got that a Chriſttan common- | 
wealth may defend 1t ſelf againſt | 
outward force inthe cauſe of re- 
ligion as well as in any other ; | 
though Chrift himſelf, coming 
purpoſely ro dye for us, would 
AoOt be ſo defended. 1 Coy, I. 
' 27, God hath choſen the weak 
things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty, Then | 
Htarely he hath not choſen the. | 
torce of this world to ſubdue con- | 
{cience and conſcientious men ,. 
Who in this world are counted | 
 weakelt; but rather conſcience, | 
as being weakeſt, ro ſnbdne and. | 
regulate force, his adverſarie, not 
bis aide or inſtrument in governs 
ing the church, 2 Cor, 10, 3,45, 
6, for thonzh we walk inthe fleſh, 
| we 
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|  * #n Eccleſoafljcal canſes, #3 | 
| we do not warre after the fl:ſh: for the 
weapons of onr warfare are not car- 
| nal , but michtie through God to the 
- | pulling down of ffrone holds; caff= 
t | 720 down imaginations and everit 
- | hrehthing that exalts it ſelf againſt 
, | the knowledze of God: and brins- 
"| ng into captivitie everie thongeht to 
| | the obedience of Chriſt: and havine 
, | 7 areadineſs to aveng all diſobeai- 
- | ence, Trisevident by the firſt and 
{ | ſecondverſes of this chapter, that 
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| the apoſtle here ſpeaks of that 
| dpiritnal power by which Chriſt 
| governs his-church; how allſuth- 
| cientitis, how powerful toreach 
- the conſcience and the inward - 
man witn whom it chiefly deals 
and whom no power els can deal _ 
with, Tn compariſon of which 
as it is here thus magnificently de- | 
{crib'd, how uneffeRual and weak 1 
_ ds outward force with allher bot- * 
po C4. firous} 


44 A Treatiſe of Civil power 


ſtrous rooles, to the ſhame of | 


thoſe Chriſtians and eſpecially 
thoſe churchmen, who to the ex- 
erciling of church diſcipline never 
ceaſe calling on the civil magi- 
ſtrate to interpoſe his fleſhlie 
force; an aigument that all true 
miniſterial and ſpiritual power 1s 
dead within.them : who think the 
goſpel, which both began. and 
{pread over the whole world for 
above three hundred years under 
heathen and perſecuting empe- 
rors, cannot ſtand or continue, 
ſupported by the ſame divine pre- 


ſence and protection to the worlds 


«nd, much eaſier under the defen- 


ſive favor onely of a Chriſtian 

magiſtrate, unleſs it be enacted 
and ſettled, as they call it, by the 
ſtate, a ſtatute or a Rate-religion : : 


and underſtand not that the charch ' 


| ir ſelf cannot, much leſs the. ſtate, 


ſettle. 
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ſettle or impoſe one tittle of re- 


ligion upon our obedience impli- 
cit, but can only recommend or 
propound it to our free and cons 
{cientious examination- : unleſs 
they. mean to ſet the a higher 
ma the church in religion, nd 


| with a groſle contradiQtion eve 
| tothe ſtate in thir ſettling petition 
| that command of our implicit be- 
| leef,, which they deny in thir ſer-. 
' led confeſſion both to-the ſtate 


and to the church, . Let them 


ceaſe then to importune and in- 


cerrupt the magiſtrate from at- | 
tending to his own chargein civil 
and moral things, the {ertling of 
thingsjutt, things honeſt, the de- 


| fence of - things relivious ſertled 
by. the: churches within them- 
ſelves; -and the repreſfing of thir” 
_contraries determinable by. the* 


common light of nature ; which 
Cc Y 1$> 


wo *-. 
* Y 4 4 


a6 A'Treatiſe of Civil power 
is not to conſtrain or to repreſs 
religion, probable by ſcripture, 
but the violaters and perſecuters 
therof : of all which things he 
hath anough and more then - a- 
nough to Is left yet undon; for | 
which the land groans and juſtice 
goes to wrack the while: let him | 
 alfo forbear force where he bath | 
- ao right to judge, for the con- | 
| rience is not his province: leaſt | 
_ aworſe we arrive him, for worſe | 
offending, then was denounc'd by | 
OUr Saviour Matt, 23,23, againſt 
the Phariſes:. ye have forc' d the 
conſcience, which was not to be 
forc'd; bur judgment and mercy 
ye have not executed :. this ye | 
ſhould have don, and the other ler | 
alone, And fince it 1s the councel | 
and ſer purpoſe of: God in thego--| 
ſpel by {ſpiritual means ; which are | 
Ber UntEq Ln IP rd overcom all | 
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| beagain obnoxions to that {2 ing 
Ho w 


| which in another placeis alſo pee 


| that they freftrated "the councel of 


| ſerve the Lord thir God: an argu- 
| ment, if it be we ell weighed, worſe 


; Shemaia co the hieh pI eſt, CNA 117 


in Ertleſtaſtical cauſes, > 200 
power whichrefifts him ; let them 


not £9 about to do that by world- 
ly ſtrength which he hath decreed 


ro do by thoſe means which the JW 
world connts weakneſs, leaſt chey WS 


ten of the Phariſes, Lake 7, 


mn ea. 


| God, The main pleais, and argd WAS 


with muck vehemence to thir imi= 
tation, that the kings of Fnds, WA 
as Itonchd before, and eſpecially 
oſia both judgd 2nd uſ'd torce . 
in religion, 2TH7.34.33, 

all that were prelent in Ig t6 


hen that uſ*d by the e falſe propher 


\miration of Fehojada he onght to. 
put Feremie in the ſtocks Tex. 29,: | 
24,20, NC, for which hereceive. 4 
Mo ;- 


48 A Trentiſe of Civil power 
his due denouncement from God, 
But to this beſtdes I return a = | 
fold anſwer : firſt, thar the ſtate 
differing from what it was under 
3 ie law :/ then was the ſtate of ri- 


-E to all which force was 
Snot unbeficting; now 1s the ſtate 


*) faith; to all which belongs wil- 


\ lingneſs and reaſon, Not force : 
= Iaw was S then written on tables 
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| (by the ſenſe of charitie and inward 
perſwaſion:: the law had no di- 


lf 


(of religion under h e goſpel | is far 
childhood, bondage and 


wt grace, manhood, freedom and | 


\Cording to the letter; willingly or. 
beleever, to be interpreted only | 


ſtint government or governors 
of church and commonnealch, but. 
me Prieſts and Levites judg' d in 

- all 


en OE. 
DRE 


Bos, a» 4 -— 
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| © gn Eccleſtaftical cauſes, a9 
5 all cauſes not eccleſiaſtical only 
- | but civil, Dee, 17. 3, &c, which 
2 | under_ the el is forbidden "ro | 
r | all church-miniſters, as a thing - 
r | which Chriſt chir maſter in his 
- | miniſterie diſclam'd Lake 12. 14; 
1 | as a thing beneathe them T-Cor, 
s | 6.4 and by many of our ſtatures, 
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| as- to them who have a peculiar 
| and far differing government of 
- | thir own, If not, why different 
; | the governors ? why not church- 
; | miniſters in ſtate-affairs, as well as 

- | ſtate-miniſters in_ charch-affairs's = |. 
* | Tf church and ſtate ſhall be made WR 


7 | one fleſh again as under the law, 

' | Jet it be withall nt 
7 | God who then joind chem hath 
| now { SS cher them ; that which, he 
- | fo ordaining, was then a lawfull 
; | conjunRtion, to.ſuch-on either Tide 
as join again-what he hath ſeverd, 
| would be.nathing now. but. this 
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_ own preſumptuous__ fornication, 


' Secondly, the kings of Fuds and} 
| thoſe wb tereine "under the law 
\ might have recours, as I ſaid be-| 


fore, todivine inſpiration ; which | 


our "magiſtrares under the goſpel 
{have not, more then to the ſame 


"Tpirit, \ which thoſe whom they 


force have oft times in greater | 


meaſure then themſelves : and ſo, 
inſtead of forcing. the Chriſtian, 


rc ce the wiſe Ghoſt ; and, 


: £ ; 
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Cannaliel, ht 3 painſl = 


Thialy; 7 


tdolatrie and dire& apoſtacie from 


that national and {tri& enjoind | 
worſhip of God ; wherof the cots. 


poral puniſhment was by himſelf 


_— —__— P'S Y a a—_— PIPE Y ——k |  —_— 


10 | | LEIEE and magt= 
S291} ſtrates AS d vin in ſuch things 
WJ only as were undoubtedly known 

and forbidden in the law of Moſes, 


capreloly, ſet down': : but magt- | 
. Neates: 


| rod only, 


#n in Eceeſiſtcal a G1 


| [rates under the goſpel, our free, 


elefive and rational worſhip, are 
moſt commonly buſieſt to force 
thoſe things: which in the goſpel 


are cither left free, nay ſomtimes - 
aboliſhd when by them compelld, 
or els controverted equally by 


writers on both ſides. and ſom- 
times with odds on that fidewhich 


5: againſt them, By which means - 
| they either puniſh that which they 
| ought to fayor and protect, or that 
with corporal puniſhment and of 
thir own inventirig whichnor they 
* | but the church bath receivd cots - 
| mand to chaſtiſe with a ſpiritual 
Yet {ome are ſo eager. 
in thir zeal of forcing, that they 
refuſe not to deſcend at length to. 
| the urmoſt ſhift of that parabolical 

prooff Luke 14. 16, 8c, compell 


| them to-come 17. therfore magl- 


Erares- may compell k ig- religion, 
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32 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
As if a parable were to be ſtraindſ 
through every word or phraſe, and[} 
not expounded by the general 
| ſcope therof: which 1s no otherſj 
here then the earneſt expreſſton|} 
| of Gods diſpleaſure on thoſe recu-|\ 
- fant Jewes, and his -purpoſe to: 
preferre the gentiles on-any terms|, 
before them ; expreſsd here by]. 
the word compell, But how com-|! 
pells he? doubtleſs no otherwiſe]; 
then he draws, without which no 
man can come to him, Foh.6, 44:1t 
and that is by the inward perſwa- |; 
five motions of his ſpirit and by |{ 
his miniſters ; not by the outward [x 
f 
{ 
f 


compuliions of a magiſtrate or his || 
_ officers, The true people of 
Chriſt; as is foretold Pal. 110, 3, 
ave a willing people in the day of his | 
Power: then much more now when |{ 
he rules: all things by. outward 

weakneſs, . that both. his inward | 


” —_ 


in Ecclefraſtical cauſes, 33 
ndjpower and their ſinceritie may the 
nd|more appeer, God loveth a chear- 
rallfall giver : then certainly is not 
erfpleaſd with an unchearfull wor- 
olſ{hiper ; as the verie words declare 
u-[of his eyangelical invitations, Eſa. 
toſ55.1T, ho, everie one that thirſteth, 
nS|come, Foh,7.37. if any man thirſt, 
by|Rewv.3.18, I counſel thee, and 22, 
n-[17, whoſoever will, let him take the 
ſelwater of life freely. And ia that 
0jſgrand commiſſion of preaching 
4:|to invite all nations Marc 16, 16, 
a- [a5 the reward of. them- who come, 
»y |{o the penaltie of them who come 
rd |not js only ſpiritual, But they. 
1S [bring now ſome reaſon with thir 
of [force, which muſt not paſs unan- 

3, [{\werd; that the church of Thya- 
4 [tira_ was blam'd Rev, 2, 20 for 
n [ſuffering the falſe prophereff to teach 
d land to- ſeduce, 1 anſwer, that 
d |[ſeducement is to. be. hinderd by 
72 t 


5a 4 aol f Civil þ power 
fir: and proper means ordaind'in 
chuich-diſctp line; by inſtant and 
powerfull rang Foc om: ro the 
_ contrariez by oppoſing truth to 
.  etror, no "unequal match, ruth 
the ſtrong to error the weak 


though lie and ſhifting, Force is 


no honeſt confutation ; but unet- 


fea), and for the moſt- part un-| 
| ſucceſsfall, oft cimes fatal to them 
| whouſe it: ſound doctrine dili- 


gently and duely tanght, is of 
herſelt both ſufficient, and of 
herſelf (if ſome: ſecter judg- 
ment of God hinder not? alwajes 


prevalent againſt ſedacers, This 


the Thyatirians had negletted , 
ſuffering ,. againſt Church-diſci- 
pline , that woman to teach and 


ſeduce among them : - civil force 


they had not : then in thir pow- 
er ; being the Chriſtian part only 


of that citie,. and then eſpeci- | 
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2 Ecdleſiaſtecal cauſes, F5 
ally under one of thofe ten great 
perſecutions , , wherof this the 
ſecond was raid by Domitiay - 


force therfote in theſe matters 


could not be requir'd of them, 
who were then under force thein- 
{elves mY 


1] have ſhewn that the civil 


power hath neither right nor-can 


| do right by forcing -religious 
| things :I will now ſhew the wrong 


itdoth ; by violating the fanda- 
mental privilege of the goſpel, 


the new-birthright of- everie true 
beleever, Chriſtian Ubertie, 2 Core 
3.17, where the ſþirit of the Lord «s, 


there is libertie, Gal, 4,26, Fern- 
falem which i above, uw free ; which 
ts the mother of us all, and 31, we 
are not children of the bondwozan 
but of the free, It will be ſufficient 


in this place to ſay no more of 


Chriſtian libertie, then that it ſets 


us 
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us free not only from the bondage 
_. ofthoſe ceremonies, but alſo from 
_ the forcible impoſition of thoſe 
Circumſtances, place and time in | 
the worſhip of God:which though 
by him commanded in the old | 
law, yet in reſpe& of that veritie | 
and freedom which is euangelica], | 
S.Paxl comprehends: both kindes 
alike, that 1s to ſay, both ceremo- 
nie and circumſtance, under one | 
and the ſame contemtuous name | 
of weak and beegarly rudiments, | 
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conformable to what our Saviour 
himſelf taught Fohn 4. 21, 23; 
neither in thus mountain nor yet at 
Feruſalem. In ſpirit and in truth + | 
for the PR fuch to worſhip. | 
him, that is to ſay, not only fin- | 
cere of heart, for ſuch he ſought 
ever, bur. alſo, as the words here 
chiefly. import, not compelld to 
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in Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 55 
place, and by the ſame reaſon, not 
to any ſet time; as his apoſtle 


by the ſame ſpirit hath taught us 
| Rom.14, 6, &C, one man efteemeth 
| one day above another, another 8c, 
Gal. 4.10, Ye obſerve dayes, and 
| moonths &c. Coldſſ 2.16, Theſe 
| and other ſuch places of ſcripture | 
the beſt and learnedeſt reformed 
writers have thought evident a- BM 
nough to inſtru us in our free- 
dom not only from ceremonies 
| but from thoſe circumſtances alfo, 
| though impoſ'd with a confident 
| perſwaſion of moralitie in them, 


which they hold impoſſible to be 


in place or time, By what warrant 
then our opinions and practiſes 
| herin are of late turnd quite againſt 
| all other Proteſtants . and thac 
| which 1s to them orthoJoxal), to 


ns become ſcandalous and puniſh- 


able by ſtatute, 1 wiſh were once 


again 


58 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
| again better conſiderd; jf we mean 
not to proclame a ſchiſm in this 
point from the beſt and moſt re- 
formed churches abroad, Fhey 
who would feem more knowing, 
_ confeſs that theſe things are in- 
different, but for that very cauſe | 
by the magiſtrate may. be com- 
 manded, As if God of his ſpecial 
orace in the goſpel had to this end 
freed us from his own command- | 
ments in theſe things, that our 
freedom ſhould ſabje& us to a} 
more greeyous yoke, the com- 
 mandments of men, As well may 
the magiſtrate call that common 
- or unclean which God harh| 
cleanſd, forbidden to S, Peter 
Ads 10.15; as well may he looſ'n 
that which God hath ſtraitrnd, 
or ſtrait'n that which God hath 
looſ*nd, as he may injoin thoſe 
things 1n religion which God hath 
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in Etclefiaſtioat cauſes. 59 
left free, and lay on that yoke 
which God hath taken off, For 
he hath not only given us this 


[gift as 2 ſpecial privilege and ex- 


cellence of the free goſpel above 
the ſervile law ,, bur ftriftly, ao 


hath .commanded- us to keep: it 
and enjoy it, Gal. 5.13. Jet are 
calld to libertie, 1 Cor.7.23. be not 
ade the ſervants of men. Gal. 
14. fand fait therfore in the Ii- 
Ibertie wherwith Chriſt hath made s 
free; and be not intaneld again 
with the yoke of bondage, Neither - 
is this a meer command, bur for 


the moſt part in theſe forecited 


places accompanied with the verie 


wajghtieſt and inmoſt reaſons of 
Chriſtian ret1g1on : Rowe, 14.9,10. 
or to this end Chriſt both dy d and 
roſe aud reviv'd, twat he- might be 
Lord both of the dead and living, 

But why avſt then judze thy v_ © 
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fhall all fland before the judement 
ſeat of Chri#t, why then doſt thou| 


theſe things for which we are to 
be accountable to the tribunal off. 


Chriſt only, our Lord and law-| 
giver? 1Cor,7,23, ye are _ 


"8 1 ftand faſt therfore &c, 


TIES ; 


60 A Treati of ſeCivil power. 


&c, how preſum'ſt thou to be his| 
lord, to be whoſe only Lord, at 
leaſt in theſe things, Chriſt both 
dyd and roſe and livd again? Je 


not only judge, but perſecute in| 


with a price, be not made the ſer-| 
wants of men, {ome trivial price 


' belike, and for {ome frivolous 


[ 
pretences paid in their opinion, | 


if bought and by him redeemd 


who is God from what was once 
the ſervice of God, we ſhall be| 
enthrald again and forc'd by men 
to what now 1s but the ſervice 0 
men, Gatl.4.31, with 5,1, we are 
ot children of the bondwoman &C. 
Col. 2,8. 
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were againſt us, 


in Eccleſi aſtical cauſes, G61 
| beware leaſt any man ſpoil you, 8c. 


after the rudiments of the wojld, 


and not after Chriſt. Solid reaſons 
wherof are continu'd through the 
whole chapter, v.10. ye are com- 


plete in him, which i the head of all 
| principalitie and power, not com- 


pleted therfore or made the more 


religious by thoſe ordinances of 


| Civil power , 
| thit head hath Ciſchargd us ; blot- 


from which Chriſt 


ting out the handwriting of ordi- 
nances, that was azainſt us, which 
was contrarie to 1s; and took it out 


of the way > nailing it to his croff, 


V, 14: blotting out ordinances 
written by God himſelf, much 


more thoſe ſo boldly written over 


again by men, ordinances which 
that js, againft 
our frailtie , much more thoſe ., 
which are againſt our conſcience, 
Let no man therfore judge you in 
D be. nf 


—_ 
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reſpett of &C. v.16, Gal,q, 3, &c, 


even ſo we, when we were children, 
were in bondage unatr the rudiments 
of the world : but when the fullneſs | 
of time was come, God ſent forth his 
ſon &e, to redeem them that were 
 anaer the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of ſons &c, Wherfore | 
thou art no more 4 ſervant, but a ſon 
8c, But now &c, how turn ye a- 
gain to the weak and beggarly rudi- 
ments, wherunto ye deſire again to be 
in bondage ? ye obſerve dayes &C. 
- Hence it planely appeers, that if 
” we be not free we are not ſons, 
- bur ſtill ſervants unadopted 5 and 
if we turn again to thoſe weak 
and beggarly rudiments, we are 
not free ; yea though willingly 
and with a miſguided conſcience 
we dehlire to be in bondage to 
them; how much more then it 
unwillingly and againſt our con- 
 .  knance © 


7n Eccleſuaſtical cauſes, 63 
c, | {ſcience Ill was our conditien 
z, | chang'd from legal to cuangelical, 
ts | and ſmall advantage gotten b 
{| the goſpel, if for the ſpirit of 
is | adoption te freedom , 3 
/e| us, we receive again the ſpirit of 
'e bondage to fear ; if our fear which, . 
re | was then ſervile towards God 5 | 
za | only, muſt be now ſervile in TY 
1- | ligion towards men: ſtrange al* 
j- | fo and prepoſterous fear, if when 
ze | and wherin it hath attaind by the 
Cc. | redemption of our Saviour - be 
filial only towards God, it muſt 
s, | be now ſervile towards the mag1- 
c | ſtrate, Who by ſubjecting us to 
k | his puniſhment in theſe things 
re | brings back into religion that wo 
Ly | of terror and fatisfaQtion, belong- 
ce| ing now only to civil crimes ; 
0 | and thereby in effect aboliſhes the 
if] goſpel by Rabliſhing again the 
1- | lay to. a far worle yoke of ſervi- 
HE iv 
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tude upon us then before, Ir will | 
therfore not miſbecome the mean- | 
eſt Chriſtian to put in minde| 
Chriſtian magiſtrates, and fo 
much the more freely by how | 
much the more they deſire to be | 
thought Chriſtian ( for they will 
be thereby, as they ought to be. | 
in theſe things, the more our bre- | 
thren and the leſs our lords) that | 
they meddle not rathly with Chri- 
ſtian libertie, the birthright and | 
outward teſtimonie of our adopti- 
on : leaſt while they little think 
it, nay think they do God ſervice, 
they themſelves like the ſors of 
that bondwoman be found perſe-. 
cuting them who are freeborne 
of the ſpirit; and by a ſacrilege 
of not the leaſt aggravation be- 
_ reaving them of that ſacred hber- 
| tie which our Saviour with his 
* own blood purchaſ'd for them. 


A 


weaknels, at leaſt ſo refuted, not 
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A fourth reaſon why the magi- 
ſtrate ought not to. ule force in re- 
Iigion, I bring from the conſide- 


| ration of all thoſe ends which he 
F can likely pretend to the interpo- 
| ſing of his force therin : 
. thoſe hardly can be other then firſt 
'| the glorie of God; next either. 


and 


the ſpiritual good of them whom 


| he forces, or the temporal puniſh- 
- ment of their ſcandal ro others, 


As tor thepromoting of Gods glo- 
ry, none, .Þ think, will fay that 
his glorie ought to be promoted 
in religious things by unwatranta- 
ble means, much leſs by means 
contrarie to. what he hath com- 
manded, That outward force is 
ſach, and that Gods glory jn the 
whole adminiſtration of the go- 
ſpel according to his own willand 
conncel ought to be fulfilld by 
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by force ; or if by force, inward | 


and ſpiritual, not , outward and | 


corporeal, is already prov d at 


large. That outward force cannot | 
tend to the good of him who is | 


forc'd in religion, is unqueſtion- 


able, Forin religion whatever we 


do under the goſpel, we- ought 
to be therof perſwaced without | 
{cruple; and are juſtified by the | 


faith we have, not by the work we | 


do. Rom, 14.5, Let every man be | 


fully perfwaded in his own mind. The | 


other reaſon which follows ne- | 
ceſlarily, is obvions Gad.2.,16, and 
in many other places of St. Paul, | 


_ as the groundwork-and founda- | 
' tion of the whole goſpel, thac | 


vie are juſtified bythe faith of Chriſt, | 
and not by. the works of the law. it | 
not by the works of Gods. law, | 
how then by the injanctions of | 


mans law © Surely force. cannot- 


work. 
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in Eccleſiaflical cauſes, 67 
d | work perſwaſion, which is faichz 
d | cannot therfore juſtifie nor pacifie 
it | the conſcience ; and that which 
t | Juſtifies not in the goſpel, con- 
's | demns; 1s not only not good. \.1n 
- | finfalltodo, Row. 14, 22, 1794; 
| ſoewer 8 n0t off ſaith, is ſin, ircons 
F: | cerns the maziftrare then to rake 
it | heedhowhe forces: n reign core 
e | {ctentions men : teat dy compel- 
e | ling them to oy that wherof they 
ie. | cannot be periwadcd, that wher- 
e | 1n they cannot finde themſelves 
- | juſtified, but by thir own con- 
d | ſciences. condemnd, inſtead of 
aiming at thir ſpiritual good, he 
- | force them to do evil ;, and while 
rc | hechinks himſelf 4ſa, Foſta, Ne- 
| hemia,hebe found Feroboam, who - 
if | canuſd Iſrael to fin; and thereby 
;, | draw upon his own head all thoſe. 
f | fins and ſhipwracks of implicic I 
t | faith and conformitie, which he BM 
os hath mY 


. I 
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hath forc'd, and -all the wounds 
given to thoſe l:ttle ones, whom 
to offend he will finde worſe one 
day then that violent drowning 
mentioned Matt, 18,6, Laſtly as 
a preface to force, 1t 1s the uſual 
pretence, That although Lender 
conſciences (hall be tolerated, yec 
{candals thereby given ſhall not be 
unpuniſhd, prophane and licenti- 
'ous men ſhall not be encourag'd to 
neglect the performance of celigi- 


ous and holy duties by color of 


any law giving libertie to tender 


cSnſciences. By which contrivance. 
the way lies ready, open to them 
i heerafrer who may be ſo minded, 
W | totike away by little and little, - 

| that liberty which Chriſt and his. | 
 Loſpe], not any magiſtrate, hath | 
right to give: though this kinde of | 
his oivieg be hut togive with one. 

| | hand and take. away. with the 0- 


ther.. 
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 - #n Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 69 IM 
ther, which is a deluding not a 

giving, As for ſcandals, if any 
mail be offended at the conſcien- 
tious liberty of another, it 1s 4 
taken ſcandal not a oiven. To 
heal one conſcience we muſt nor 
wound another-: and men muſt be 
exhorted to beware of ſcandals in_ 
Chriſtian liberrie, not forc'd by 
the magiftrate ; Jeaſt while he 
o0es about to take aw ay the ſcan- 
Gal - Which is uncertain whether 
given or taken, he take away our 
liberty, which is the certain and 
| the ſacred gift of God, neither to 
be touchd by him, nor to be parted 
| with by us, None more cautious of 
| 8iving ſcandal then St, Paul. Yet 


| whil e he made himſelf ſervant fo 
| all, that he mm1@ht gain the more, he 


made himſelf ſo of his own ac- 


| cord, was not made {o by outward. 
| force, teſtifying at the ſame fine: 
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Will thathe was free from all men, 1 Cor, | 


9,19: and therafter exhorts us 
allo Gal.5,13, ye were call to liber- 
tie &Cc.but by love ſerve one another: | 
then not by force. As for that fear 
leaſt, prophane and licentious men.| 
ſhould. be encourag'd to omit. the | 
performance of religious and holy.| 
dutigs;. how can. that care belong | 
to the civil magiſtrate, eſpecially, | 
to his force © For if prophane and |} 
licentious perſons. muſt. not. neg- | 
le& the performance of religious | 
and holy duties, it_ implies,. that | 


| i [ BY {uch. duties. they Can: perform "Y 


which no. Proteſtant will affirm, 
They who mean the outward per- | 
formance, may ſo explaneit; and | 


_ 1twill then appeer yet more plane- | 


ly, that ſuch performance. of reli- | 
gious and holy duties eſpecialy by | 
prophane and licentious perſons, 


' 1& a. diſhonoring rather then a] 
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. | worſhiping of God; and not only 
S | by himnot requir'd but deteſted : 
- | Prov. 21,27. the ſacrifice of the 
| wicked is an abomination : how much 

| more when he bringeth it with a 
wicked minde ? To compell ther- 

| fore the prophane to things holy 
{| 1n hjs prophaneneſs, . is all one 

under the goſpe], as to have com- 


. IE Oo PR Fc oi, $) 
by. es. carat TA. Kt earn 
od x 
0 ethiy ee <7 art: 4 0 arora tae 
= - "IR, >. . P 
Py _— 


gJQ < Aa - 13 20 


y.| pelld the unclean to facrifife in his 
d | uncleanneſs. under the. law. And 
wo | 


3- | TI adde withall, that to compell 
us | thelicentious in his l:centiouſneſs, 
at} and the conſcientious againſt his 
3] conſcience,coms all.to one; tends 
N..] not to the honor of God, . but to 
r-| the multiplying and the- aggra- 
nd| vyating of lin to them both, We 
e-| read not that Chriſt ever*exer- 
1i-] ciſ'd force but once; and thar 
by| was to drive prophane ones ont of 
ns,| his temple, not to force then in? 
| a| and ifthir beeing there was.am of- Ji 
tence, BM 
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tence, we finde by. many other- 
{criptures that thir praying there 
was an abomination :: and yet: to. 


_ the Jewiſh law that nation, as a 
{ervant, was. oblig'd ;- but to the 


goſpel each perſon is. left volun- 
carte, calld only, as a ſon, by the 


preaching of the word ;- not to be 


driven 1n. by edicts and. force of 
arms, For if by the apoſtle, Rom, 
12,i, we are beſcechd. as brethren | 
by the mercies of God to preſent our | 
bodies a livine- ſacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to Gol, which u our reaſon- 
able ſervice or worſhip, then is no. 
man to be forc'd by the compul- 
tive laws of- men to prefent his 


body a dead ſacrifice, and ſo under 


the goſpel moſt-unholy and un- 
acceptable, becaule it is his unrea- 
{onable ſervice, that is to ſay, not 


_ only unwilling but- unconſcion- 


able, But if prophane and licenti- 
1 ak 
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 #n Eccleſiaſtical cauſes; 73 
ous perſons may not omit the per- 
2 | formance of holy duties, why may 
). | they not partake of holy things* 


why are they prohibited the Lords 
ſapper ; ſince both the one and 
- | theorher a&ion may be outward ; 
2 | and outward performance of dutie 
2 | may attain at leaſt an ontward par- 
f | ticipation of benefit 2: The charch {| 
- | denying them that communion of || 
» | graceand thankſgiving, as it juſtly | 
r 


doth, why doth the magiſtrate 
- | compell them to the union of per- 
- | forming that which they neither 
0. | truly can, being themſelves un- 
- | holy, and todo ſeemingly is both. | 
S | hatefull to God, and perhaps no || 
r | leſs dangerous to perform -holie |} 
- | duties irreligtouſly then to receive WR 
- | holy fignes or ſacraments. unwor- - I 
't | thily, All prophane and licentious . I 
1- | men; ſo known, can be conſfiderd UF 
!- | but either ſo:withont the: church - I 


74 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
; as never yet within it, or departed 
thence of thir own accord, or ex- | 
communicate : ifnever yet -within | 
the church, whom the apoſtle, and | 
ſo conſequently the church have | 
naught.todo to judge, as he pro- 
teſles 1 Cor, 5, 12, them by what | 
autoritie doth the magiſtrate | 
judge, or, which is worſe \compell | 
in relation to the church 2 if de- 
parted of his own accord, like that | 
loſt ſheep Zuke 15, 4.&C, the true | 
church either with her own or any | 
| borrowd force worries him not in 
again, but rather in all charitable 
manner ſends after him; and if 
ſhe finde him, layes him gently on | 
_ her ſhoulders; bears him, yea bears | 
his burdens ; his errors, his infir- 
mities any way tolerable, ſo ful- 


| filling the law of Chriſt Gal.6.2: | 
| if excommunicate, whom. the 
church hath bid go our, in-whoſe | 

- _ name| 
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_ name doth the magiſtrate compell 
_to.go in” 


The church indeed 
hinders none from hearing in her 
publick congregation, for the 
doors are open to all : nor. ex- 
communicates to deſtruction, bur, 

as much as.in. her lies, 
faving, Her meaning therfore 
muſt needs bee, that as her driving 
out brings on no outward penaltie, 
ſo no outward force. or penaltie of- 
an improper and only a deſtructive 
power ſhould drive in again her 
infectious ſheep ; therfore ſent out 
becauſe infectious, and not driven 
in but with the danger not only.of 
the whole and ſound, bur Alf of 


| hisownutter periſhing, Since force ii 
| neither. jnſtruQs in. religion. nox - | 


begets repentance or amendment JS 
of life, but, on the.contrarie, hard- - JI 
neſs of heart, formalitie, hypocri- 18 
ſte, and,as 1 aid before,everie way IR 
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increaſe of ſin z, more and more 
alienates the minde from a violent 
religion expelling out and com- 


bo; pelling in, and reduces jt to a con- 


dition like that which the Br/tarns 
complain of jn our ſtorie, driven 
| to and fro between the Pi&s and 
the ſea. If after excommunion he 
be found intractable.,incurable, and 
will not hear the church, he be- 
coms as one never yet within her 
pale, a heathen or 4 publican, Mat, 
18,17; not further to be judgd, 
no not by the magiſtrate, unleſs 
for civil cauſes; bur left to the 
final ſentence of that judge, whoſe 
coming ſhall be in flames of fire , 
' that Maran atha, 1 Cor, 16, 22; 
then which to him ſo left nothing 


FI - can be more dreadful and ofttimes 
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to him particularly nothing more 
F{ ſpeedie, that is to ſay, the Lord 
| cometh: ln the mean while de- 
if liverd-: 


[ 
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i7 cel ofical rank 77 | 
liverd up to Satan, 1Cor.5,5, M 
I Ti.1,20, that is, from the fould 


| of Chriſt and kingdom of grace. 


| to the world again which 1s the 
| kinzdomof Satan : and as he was 


receivd from darkneſs to light, and 
from. the power of Satan to God 
| Acts 26,18, {0 now deliverd up 
again. from light to darkneſs, and 


| from God to the power of Satan ; ; 
yet ſo as is in both places mant- 
teſted, tothe intent of ſaving him, 


brought {ooner to contrition by 


ſpiritual then by any corporal {e- 
veritie;, But grant it belonging: 


| any way ro the magiſtrate, that 


 prophane and licentions perſons : 
| omit-not the performance of holy 
| duties, which m them were odious 
| to Gol even under the law, much 
more -now under the ooſpel, yet 
ought his care both asa magiſtrate 


| and Rl Chriſtian, to be na more 
Lat: 


78 A Treatiſe of: Civil power 
that conſcience be not inwardly 
violated, then that licence in theſe 
things. be made outwardly con- | 
formable : ſince his part is un- | 
doubtedly as a Chriſtian, which 
puts him upon this office muci1 
more then as a magiſtrate, 1n all | 
reſpects to have more care of the | 
conſcientious then of the pro- | 
phane;. and not for their ſakes to | 
_ takeaway ( while they ptetend to 
give ) Or to diminith the right- | 
tull libertie of religious conſct- | 
ENCES,. 

On-theſe four ſcriptural reaſons 
as ona firm ſquare this truth, the| 
right of Chriſtian and euangelic | 
liberty, will ſtand immoveable a- 
gSainſt all thoſe pretended con(e-| 
quences of- licenſe and confuſion, 
which for-the moſt part men moſt 
hcentious and confus'd them- 
ſelves,. or ſuch as whoſe ſeveritie| 

Woulk 


' #n Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 79 
would be wiſer then divine wiſ- 
dom, are ever apteſt to object a- 
gainſt the waies. of God : as if 
God without them: when he gave 
us this libertie, knew not of the 


worſt which theſe men in thir ar- 


rogance pretend will follow : yet 
knowing all their worſt, he gave 
us this liberty as. by him judgd 


beſt, Asto thoſe magiſtrates who - || 


think it their work to ſettle relt- 
g10n-, and thoſe miniſters or 0+ 
thers, who ſo oft call upon them 
to doo, I truſt, that having well 


 confiderd what bath bin hatu ar- 


gu d, neither they will continue 
in that. intention, nor theſe in that 
expectation from them: when they 
{hall finde that the ſettlement of 


religion belongs only to each par- 


ticular church by perſwaſtye and 
fpiritual means'within it ſelf, and. 
that the defence only of the church 18 

Fm 3F 


8 A Treatiſe of Civil power 
belongs to the magiſtrate. Had 
he once learnt not further to con- 
cern himſelf with church affairs, | 
half his labor might be ſpar'd, and 

the commonwealth better tended, 
To which end, that which I pre- 
mild in the beginning, and in due 
place treated of more at large, I. 
defire now concluding, that they 
would conſider ſeriouſly what reli- 
gion is: and they will find it to be | 
inſumme, both our beleet and ont 
practiſe depending upon God 
only, That there can beno place 
thenleft for the magiſtrate or his 
force in the ſettlement of reltgion, 
by appointing either what we ſhall 
beleeve in divine things orpractiſe 
in religious (neither of which 
things : are in the power of man 
_ either to perform himſelf or to en- 
able others) I perſwade me in the 
Chriſtian ingenuitie of al] religt- 


in Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 

| | ous men, the more they examin 
{criouſly, the more they will finde 
cleerly bo be true : and finde how 

; | falſeand deceivable that common 
|| fayingis, which is ſo much rel?d 
upon, that the Chriſtian Magi- 
. | ſtrate is cos wtriuſque tabule, 
1 | keeper of both tables ; unlels is 
| meant by keeper the defender 
/ only : neither can that maxim be 
maintaind by any prooft or argu- 
ment which hath not in this dif- 
4 | cours firſt or laſt bin refuted. For ; 
- the two tables, or ten comman &-| 


'E 

-« | Ments, teach our dutie to God\, 

\ | and our neighbour from the love! 
p, 


1] | of both; (give magiſtrates no THY 
o toritie to force either : they ſcelc) 
"Y that from the judicial law; : Fi oh 
on falſe grounds, eſpecially i In the 
firſttable, as I have ſhewn; and 
Kh both in firſt and fecond execute 
OY | that autoritie for the moſt part 


- AOT 
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not according to Gods judicial 
laws but thir own, As for civil 
crimes and of the outward man, 
which all are not, no not of thoſe 
againſt the ſecond table, as that of 
coveting ; in them what power 

_ they have, they had from the be- 
Sinning, long before Moſes or the 
two tables were in beinz, -And 
whether they be not now as lictle | 
in being to be kept by any Chri- 
ſtian as they are two legal tables, 
remanes yet as undecided, as it 
is ſure they never were yet deli- 
verd to the keeping of any Chri- 
ſtian - magiſtrate, But of theſe | 
chings perhaps more ſome other 
WW time; what may ſerve the pre- 
ſent hath bin 556-d diſcourſt fuf- 

* ficiently our of the ſcriptures: 
and to thoſe produc'd might be 
added teſtimonies, examples, ex- 


 -— Periences of all ſucceeding ages to || 
3 | theſe 
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in Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 


theſe times aſſerting this doctrine: 
but having herin the (cripture ſo 
COPIOUS and ſo plane, we have all 
that can be properly calld true 
ſtrength and nerve; the reſt would 
be bur pomp and incumbrance, 


Ponip and oftentation of reading 


is admir'd among the vulgar: but 
donbtcleſs in matters of religion he 


1s learnedeſt who is planeſt, The 


brevitie I uſe, not exceeding a 
{mall manual. will not therforc. I 
{uppole, be chought the leſs con- 
{11derable, unleſs with them per- 


| haps who think that oreat books 
only can determin great matters. 


I rather choſe the common rule, 
not to make much ado where leſs 
may ſerve, Which in controver- 
ſies and thoſe eſpecially of religi- 
on, would make them leſs tedious, 


and by conſequence read ofter, by 
many wagg.cnd with more benefit, 
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